456              Attacks useful to Authours.     [Nov. 11-20.
Dr. Johnson one day visited the Court of Session1. He thought the mode of pleading there too vehement, and too much addressed to the passions of the judges. ' This (said he) is not the Areopagus.'
At old Mr. Drummond's, Sir John Dalrymple quaintly said, the two noblest animals in the world were, a Scotch Highlander and an English sailor". ' Why, Sir, (said Dr. Johnson,) I shall say nothing as to the Scotch Highlander; but as to the English Sailor, I cannot agree with you.' Sir John said, he was generous in giving away his money.' JOHNSON. ' Sir, he throws away his money, without thought, and without merit. I do not call a tree generous, that sheds its fruit at every breeze.' Sir John having affected to complain of the attacks made upon his Memoirs*, Dr. Johnson said, ' Nay, Sir, do not complain. It is advantageous to an authour, that his book should be attacked as well as praised. Fame is a shuttlecock. If it be struck only at one end of the room, it will soon fall to the ground. To keep it up, it must be struck at both ends'1.' Often have I reflected on this since;
for a century before Dr. Johnson's energetick writings were known, from enjoying the laugh that this story may produce, in which he is very ready to join them.' He, however, requests me to observe, that 'my friend very properly chose a long word on this occasion, not, it is believed, from any predilection for polysyllables, (though he certainly had a due respect for them,) but in order to put Mr. Braiclwood's skill to the strictest test, and to try the efficacy of his instruction by the most difficult exertion of the organs of his pupils.' BOSWKM.,. ' One of the best critics of our age' is, I believe, Malone. Sec ante, p. 88, note 5.
1 It was here that Lord Auchinleck called him Ursa Major. Ante, P. 437-
" See ante, Hi. 302, and v. 21, where ' Mr. Crosbic said that the English are better animals than the Scots.'
3 Johnson himself had laughed at them (ante, ii. 24.1) and accused them of foppery (ante, ii. 272).
* Johnson said, 'I never think I have hit hard, unless it rebounds (ante, ii. 384), and, ' I would rather be attacked than unnoticed ' (ante, iii. 426). When he was told of a caricature ' of the nine muses flogging him round Parnassus,' he said, ' Sir, I am very glad to hear this. I hope the day will never arrive when I shall neither be the object of
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